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Through the rolling mountains and the starry 

islands, Zhejiang has a history of thousands 

of years. With your feet on the hometown 

where people were born and grew up, you 

can listen to the stories of Zhejiang.

Zhejiang, known as "Yue" in ancient times, is 

located in the south of the big river. The 

mountains and forests are dense and 

beautiful, and the rivers are clear. Liangzhu 

culture opened a magnificent symphony of 

civilization epic; The book of birds and 

insects in the ancient Yue State has fixed the 

history, and the Song of Yue People has been 

sung since then; Wuyue State settled in the 

southeast with abundant materials and rich 

production; The Southern Song Dynasty was 

more rich and humane than before.

PREFACE
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SHANGSHAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE PARK
THE SOURCE OF RICE CIVILIZATION

LIANGZHU 
PRELUDE
A GRAIN OF RICE THROUGH 
TEN THOUSAND YEARS

A grain of rice is a record of an ancient and distant legend. 
A grain of charcoal rice in a piece of pottery, lying quietly in 
a display case in the Shangshan Archaeological Site Park, is 
the most remarkable discovery of the park with a history 
over 10,000 years.

As 10,000 years passed, the seasons have changed. The 
remains of rice husks have been found in almost all the 
charcoal-clad pottery shards unearthed at the park, and 
after dating, these rice grains are about 8,600 to 11,400 
years old. This 10,000-year-old park, which had been lost in 
the long history, was thus unveiled as a mystery.



03CIVILIZATION EXPLORATION

The ancestors of 10,000 years ago 
crushed rice husks and leaves and then 
mingled them into the production of 
pottery, a purely technical act of 
craftsmanship that fortunately 
preserved an important decipher of 
civilization: the history of human rice 
cultivation found its origin in the 
Shangshan Archaeological Site Park.

The forest are verdant, and the stream 
is gurgling. Surrounding the Shangshan 
Archaeological Site Park, golden waves 
of rice sway in the wind like brocade, 
and heavy ears of rice hang on the 
branches, illuminating the ancient park 
that has lasted for hundreds of years, 
and recording the distant treasure of 
this Yangtze River basin.
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“PROMOTION AMBASSADOR” OF RICE CULTURE
HEMUDU SITE

Seven thousand years ago, a group of brave ancestors came to the northern part of 
Zhejiang Province, and later we call them “Hemudu ancestors”. The earliest totem of the 
sun god was found here, so this place is also called “the place where the sun god rises”, 
and the sun shines not only on this land, but also on the golden and splendid boundless 
rice fields.

In the excavation process of Hemudu Site, people found a layer of black material at the 
bottom of the unearthed pottery jars, and found that this layer of material is carbonized 
potpourri, which means that the ancestors of Hemudu used the pottery jars to cook rice, 
which was burned and formed potpourri. The black pottery holds clean white rice, and it 
goes from barbarism age to prosperous and stable age. Today, 7,000 years later, the life 
sprouting from the pottery bowl is still steaming, and it is still the bowl of white rice with 
the constant fragrance.
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In this ancient land, the ancestors lived together in 
“stem-column houses” built with care, and their 
outstanding “black pottery” craftsmanship and 
animal domestication skills brought about a rich 
life. The ancestors spread rice, which originated in 
the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, 
all the way outward to the Korean Peninsula, 
Japan, Southeast Asia, West Asia and the entire 
Asian and European continent, which is known as 
the “rice road” to connect China to the world.



A great civilization awakened here in an oriental village 5,000 years 
ago in the same era as the ancient Egyptian, Sumerian and Harappan 
civilizations, and it is confirmed that a great civilization was born here 
in Zhejiang, China 5,000 years ago with its developed rice agriculture, 
beautifully crafted jade, magnificent triple cities, large-scale water 
conservancy projects and social stratification. That is the “World 
Heritage” Liangzhu civilization.

LIANGZHU SITE PARK 
THE BIRTH OF “SUPER ENGINEERING” IN ANCIENT TIMES
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The era of the Great Flood is recorded in almost all civilizations 
in the world, and the area where the Liangzhu Kingdom was 
located 5,000 years ago was also a watery country. In order to 
live and work in peace and happiness, the ancestors of 
Liangzhu built the world’s earliest large-scale hydraulic 
structure by damming water and forming a convenient water 
transportation network, which is considered a “super 
engineering” in ancient times. In the 5000-year-old city of 
Liangzhu with 14.33 square kilometers in size, the ancestors 
created a breathtaking centripetal triple structure including 
“palace area, inner city, and outer city”, which is truly the “first 
Chinese city” both in terms of time and scale.

The basic formation of the jade culture system of the Chinese 
nation actually began five thousand years ago in the Liangzhu 
civilization. Among the more than 10,000 pieces of jade 
excavated from the Liangzhu Site Park, there is a distinct 
classification. Almost all of the jade scepters are engraved with 
a common pattern, the god-man-animal face pattern, which is 
supposed to be the only deity that the ancestors worshiped, 
and is the proof that the mysterious kingdom had a unified faith 
5000 years ago.
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Water is the soul of the ancient town in the south of the Yangtze River. Houses are built along 
the river and willows are hanging on both banks. Xitang Ancient Town has a long history. It 
is a millennium old water town, one of the six ancient towns in the south of the Yangtze 
River, and one of the birthplaces of ancient Wuyue culture. On 83 square kilometers of soil, 
an ancient town known as a millennium town has grown. It has been included in the 
preparatory list of world historical and cultural heritage, and has been awarded the 
Outstanding Achievement Award of Historical and Cultural Protection by the United Nations.

In the sparkling water, black eaves and green tiles appear faintly. An awning boat, with a 
squealing sound, carrying three or five guests, swayed slowly from a distance. Xitang was 
the border between Wu and Yue during the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring 
States Period, so it was called "Wu Gen Yue Jiao" and "Yue Jiao Jia". The most distinctive 
ones here are the houses and alleys, which are more than 100 meters long and less than 1 
meter narrow. The most interesting lane is named "Shipi Lane" because the stone slabs on 
the ground are as thin as leather. The narrowest part of the lane is only 0.8 meters, and it is 
known as "the first lane in the south of the Yangtze River". Walking in it, you can feel the 
ancient flavor and charm, as if you are telling a long story about the water town.
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XITANG ANCIENT TOWN
ONE OF THE BIRTHPLACES OF WUYUE CULTURE

ANCIENT YUE 
IN THE SPRING AND 
AUTUMN STATES PERIOD
HISTORY OF ANCIENT RHYME
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Xi Shi is a talented lady recorded in history books. 
Xishi's hometown is the Huanjiang River Tourist Belt, 
which runs through the whole tourist area from 
north to south. It refers to the Xishi Hall Scenic Area, 
the Luyi Bay Ancient Fishing Village Scenic Area, and 
the Sanjiangkou Wetland Reserve. There is also Fan 
Li Ancestral Hall, which faces southwest and backs 
Jinji Mountain. It adopts the folk architectural style 
of the Qing Dynasty, with black tiles and white walls, 
simple and elegant.

THE HOMETOWN OF XI SHI
THE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE OF 
THE PEERLESS BEAUTY

Xishi Hall is located at the foot of 
Zhuluo Mountain and the bank of 
Huansha River. Xi Shi was the first 
of the four beautiful women in 
ancient China. Later generations 
built a palace in her hometown to 
commemorate this peerless beauty. 
Li Shangyin, a poet of the Tang 
Dynasty, once wrote the poem "Xizi 
seeks the Hall of Heritage, and 
Zhaojun seeks the old village". 
Zhuluo Mountain on the hall is the 
extension of Kuaiji Mountain and 
the authentic place of Yue State. 
The trees on this mountain are 
green, tall and straight.
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Step by step, you can see the ancient and the modern 
together. Yue City Mountain is located on the north 
bank of Xianghu Lake, and its main peak is 152.8 
meters above sea level. It is said that this mountain is 
the place where Gou Jian, the King of Yue, built a city 
to garrison troops at the end of the Spring and 
Autumn Period. According to the Annals of Xiaoshan 
County in the Ming Dynasty, "The mountain is nine 
miles away from the county. The mountain is very 
high around it. The King of Wu went to the State of 
Yue to investigate the area, and Gou Jian protected 
this area from Wu. It is called the City of the King of 
Yue, also known as the Palace of Yue." Climbing the 
mountain to overlook, the atmosphere is open and the 
eyes are thousands of miles away. You can imagine 
the spectacular scene when King Yue ordered Wu to 
fight against him.

THE SITE OF THE CITY OF 
YUE KING
CLIMBING THE CITY MOUNTAIN
TO RECALL THE PAST

The two peaks in front of the Mountain 
of Yuewang City face each other like a 
door. There are two orifices on the stone 
that lead to a spring. It does not freeze in 
winter. There is a pool at the mountain 
pass, which is called Horse Washing 
Pool. Today, there is a tall memorial arch 
named "City Mountain Remembering the 
Past" at the foot of the Yuewang City 
Mountain. The 500 level ancient 
mountain climbing path and the site of 
Yuewang City on the mountain have 
been listed as cultural relics protection 
units in Zhejiang Province. Half way up 
the mountain, there is a Guyue Pavilion. 
On both sides of the ancient mountain 
climbing road, trees are in shade and 
streams are gurgling.
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THE PROMISED LAND 
OF WUYUE
THE FOUNDATION OF 
JIANGNAN RICH PARADISE

THE ANCIENT WUYUE ROAD
THE MAIN PASSAGE THROUGH WUYUE

The ancient Wuyue Road was the main passage of Wuyue 
during the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms. When we 
climbed up the ancient road, the waterfall sounded, and the 
winding path led to secluded places, which seemed to be in 
the middle of a painting. Accompanied by the stream all the 
way to Qianqingguan, it is a natural stone gate. Two people 
can walk in parallel. Climbing on the stone gate, the 
undulating two wing stone walls are the defensive 
fortifications of the ancient city wall. One man can hold out 
against ten thousand.
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The mountains are vast and the water 
flows into the pool. Qianqing Pass, Qianqiu 
Pass and Yuling Pass are jointly known as 
the three passes in northern Zhejiang. It 
was an important pass to defend Lin'an, 
the capital of Wuyue, and can be directly 
reached along the ancient Wuyue Road. 
Go further and you will find the "First Pool 
in Jiangnan" Tianchi Lake in western 
Zhejiang. Here, the lake is clear and blue, 
the water and the sky are the same color, 
the mountains are gentle, and the view is 
wide. It is the main habitat of the sika deer, 
a national first-class protected animal. The 
Tianchi Lake is surrounded by gurgling 
springs and crisscross streams. It is one of 
the highest and largest lakes in the south 
of the Changjiang River. It can be said that 
"the holy pool is vast and the sky mirror is 
floating in the sky", just like a thousand 
years of dreams.
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QIANWANG ANCESTRAL HALL
"A HALL FULL OF FLOWERS DRUNK WITH 
THOUSANDS OF GUESTS"
IS A SPLENDID SCENE OF WU AND YUE

During the period of the Five Dynasties and Ten 
Kingdoms, vassals and lords were divided, but the 
Wu-Yue Kingdom, located in the area of Jiangnan 
and Zhejiang, was a happy place on earth. The 
profound culture of Wu and Yue laid the foundation 
for the affluence of Jiangnan for thousands of 
years. All because of King Qian, whose shrine was 
built in the Northern Song Dynasty, was built by 
later generations to commemorate the merits of 
King Qian of Wu Yue.
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In the past thousand years, through the 
vicissitudes, the ancient theater was also 
built in the ancient ancestral hall to 
perform "The Story of King Qian" and 
some Kunqu, Peking Opera and Yue 
Opera. When you enter the ancestral hall, 
you will walk along the green stone 
pavilion and pass through five pagodas, 
and then a statue of King Qian will be 
erected in front of you. Not far away are 
two lotus ponds facing the gate, with 
sparkling water and lush greenery, adding 
some poetry and tenderness to this 
solemn place. The red "eight-character 
wall" enclosing the mountain gate looks 
atmospheric and solemn. Pushing open 
the gate is like knocking on the heavy 
door of history and going back to the 
grand scene of Wu-Yue when "the hall 
was full of flowers and drunk with three 
thousand customers".
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FENGHUANG MOUNTAIN
THE CORE PLACE OF WU-YUE
 IN THE SHAPE OF FLYING PHOENIX

Phoenix Hill is named after the hill that 
extends north-south, like a phoenix flying 
east. In the South Song Dynasty, the 
Imperial City was built at the foot of the 
mountain, from Fengshan Gate in the east 
to the western foot of Phoenix Mountain in 
the west, from Broom Bay in the south to 
Wan Song Ling in the north, during the 
tour, it seems to be able to see the scenery 
and elegance of the time of Wu Yue.

The pavilion at the top of the mountain can see Chenghuang Pavilion to the north, Qiantang 
River to the south, and West Lake to the west, so you can see all the mountains. During the 
Southern Song Dynasty, there was still an imperial city here, and many architectural relics are 
still visible, and there are also some stone wall statues around, which are still vaguely 
recognizable after thousands of years, showing the inheritance of craftsmanship.
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Song Dynasty was the era of extreme elegance, and both literati and people 
took elegance in their hearts as ordinary. Enjoying the prosperity of civic 
culture, Hefang Street is an ancient street with a long history and deep cultural 
heritage. It was once the "imperial root" of Hangzhou, the ancient capital, and 
was the cultural center and economic and trade center of the Southern Song 
Dynasty. Walking through it, it is like walking into the prosperous marketplace 
of the Southern Song Dynasty.

With orange tiles, green and white walls and shiny pagodas, the historic 
district of Qinghefang looks more charming at night under the warm and cold 
light. As the only old street in Hangzhou that maintains the historical 
appearance of the old city, there are still some old stores left in the area, such 
as Wang Shunxing Noodle House, Wanlong Ham Village and Xidebao Silk 
Village. Walking slowly, it is as if you are walking into the splendid society of 
Song Dynasty, crossing into the people of Song Dynasty and enjoying the 
taste of Song charm and marketplace here.

HEFANG STREET
A LONG SCROLL OF VIVID SONG CHARM

THE WORLD OF 
ZHAO SONG
THE POLE OF CHINESE CULTURE
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Song Dynasty architecture is the exquisite and 
timeless turn. Shen Garden, built in the Song 
Dynasty with the garden pavilions, small bridges 
and flowing water, has a history of more than 
800 years. It is the only preserved Song-style 
garden in many classical gardens in Shaoxing 
generations. Since the Song Dynasty, various 
complex forms of pavilions and towers have 
appeared in Song buildings, which have greatly 
enhanced the artistic value of the architectural 
structure and architectural decoration, and are 
still admired to this day.

In order to create a quiet environment, stone 
scenery was used in many places in Shen Yuan. In 
the East Garden, the exquisite and porous Taihu 
Stone is used, which is small and beautiful, 
symbolizing the delicate and sentimental nature 
of the Song people, while in the South Garden, 
the thick and straight yellow axe-cut stone is 
used, which metaphorically reflects the 
straightforward, arrogant and unconventional 
character of the Song people, and is a model for 
entering into the scenery.

THE GARDEN OF SHEN
THE SONG REALM OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHINA
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SONGCHENG
REPRODUCING THE "BROADWAY" OF 
SONG DYNASTY

Located in the southwest of West Lake Scenic Area and 
north of Wuyun Mountain, Songcheng is the largest 
Song culture theme park in China. Songcheng is a 
natural fusion of the NanSong culture and BeiSong 
culture. The combination of realism, romanticism and 
functionalism in the gardening approach originates from 
history, yet is above it.

The arches and flying eaves, the traffic and the horses 
permeate the Song charm. Based on the painting 
"Qingming Shanghetu" by Zhang Zeduan, an 
outstanding painter of Song Dynasty, the wonderful 
performance recreates the prosperous scene of the 
Song Dynasty city. The legend of Song charm is written 
here in the background of the changing times with 
colorful brushwork.
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